steadfastly refused to be bound by any earthly bond. It was
then represented to him that it was his duty to submit to the
ordinances   ot his caste,   at least as an example to others,
and he gave way.   A Brahman in the neighbouring town of
Nallur, had a daughter whom with delight he consented to
unite in marriage to the Saint.    The arrangements for the
marriage  were   made   at   once,     and   at   the   appointed
auspicious   time   he   proceeded   in   triumphant state  as a
bridegroom to the temple in Nallur, which ever   afterwards
bare the name of Tiru-manam   (The Sacred WeddingJ.    It
would be wearisome to recount the glories of the scene.    A
Saint   called   TIRUNILA-NAKKA-NAYANAR   performed
the ceremony,   and the   young   bridegroom  tied the. TALI,
took his bride's hand, performed every prescribed ceremony,
and   entered with her into the   innermost  shrine   where he
sang his last song.
He then, before the image, addressed his assembled family and Saints in these words: 'Enter ye with me into this incomparable splendour, that the sorrows of mundane existence ye may know no more*. Obedient to his command they passed onwards - the Saints the father, the relatives, with wives and kindered, all those who had borne his litter and swdelled the pomp of his progresses, men of all the perfect school, all of them - into the splendour of the infinite blessedness and closing the procession, the Saint and his bride were lost to mortal sight. Those who had beheld the glorious ascension from afar returned to their homes sorrowing that they were left behind.
A)   The word   'legendary'   is to be   understood in its etymological  sense.   Ed.ted, but the Saints of which it consists, all the great festivals of the
